
A form for commenting on draft 1 of FSC criteria, indicators and verifiers for excision of areas from the scope of certification in accordance with FSC-POL-20-003 V 1-0
The proposed form for formal commenting is a part of the 30-day public consultation period on FSC criteria, indicators and verifiers for excision of areas from the scope of certification in accordance with FSC-POL-20-003 V 1-0 (hereinafter referred to as Draft 1). The consultation period will run from August 23, 2023 to September 23, 2023. 
Explanatory note 
The development of the document presented for public consultation is conditioned by the consequences of the armed conflict in Ukraine, which, among other things, affects part of FSC certified areas. Accordingly, it is necessary to ensure protection and integrity of FSC certification system, mitigate risks and threats to its participants. In view of the above, the Working Group on development and implementation of national forest certification standards for Ukraine decided to prepare national indicators and verifiers for excision of areas from the scope of certification. See more details on participants and regulations of the working group at https://ua.fsc.org/ua-uk/forest-management-certification. The expert Dmytro Karabchuk, Forestry Project Coordinator of the NGO "ForestCom", was involved in the work.  The decision of the National Working Group was supported at the international level by FSC, which is reflected in the relevant application with clearly regulated stages of document formation process.  
Draft 1 was developed based on several FSC regulations, in particular:

1. FSC policy on the excision of areas from the scope of certification FSC-POL-20-003 V 1-0 (https://connect.fsc.org/document-centre/documents/resource/218).

2. Interpretation on application of FSC-POL-20-003 V 1-0 to areas affected by armed conflict INT-POL-20-003_14 (https://connect.fsc.org/document-centre/documents/resource/381), according to which the requirements of paragraphs 2.2 and 3.2 of FSC-POL-20-003 V 1-0 are the basis for development of national indicators for excision of areas from the scope of FSC certification in Ukraine. 

3. FSC Controlled Wood Standard for Forest Management Enterprises FSC-STD-30-010 V 2-0 (https://connect.fsc.org/document-centre/documents/resource/374), which explains the categories of unacceptable wood for inclusion in supply chains (Part 2 of FSC-STD-30-010 V 2-0).
After the final draft is approved at the national and international level, the "FSC criteria, indicators and verifiers for excision of areas from the scope of certification in accordance with FSC-POL-20-003 V 1-0" will be included in the FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of  Ukraine (FSC-STD-UKR-01-2019 V 1-0) as an annex.

Draft 1 in Ukrainian and English is presented for public consultation as an integral part of preparation of normative basis in FSC system. The introduction explains the terms and abbreviations used. The main content of the document is a list of criteria, indicators and verifiers for excision of areas from the scope of certification in accordance with FSC-POL-20-003 V 1-0, presented in tabular form.  The numbering of criteria in Draft 1 corresponds to FSC-POL-20-003 V 1-0 (2.2.a - 2.2.e), and the wording of criteria has not been changed except for minor technical corrections. One criterion was added and one criterion was dropped by the developers as not applicable (2.2.e.vii). Indicators are formulated on the basis of systematic, process, adaptive and risk-based approaches implemented in FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Ukraine. The requirements to ensure the universality of indicators (applicability throughout Ukraine); their specificity (avoidance of duplication of requirements); unambiguous interpretation; tangibility of the result, its measurability and significance for the quality of forest management; simplicity and clarity of wording, and the possibility of verification during the audit were considered. 
The verifiers, i.e. the sources that will be used to verify the indicators, were identified taking into account those that are already part of FSC National Forest Stewardship Standard of Ukraine.
Instructions for submitting comments, observations, and suggestions
After reviewing the explanatory note and the text of Draft 1, we invite you to provide your comments, observations and suggestions in order to improve it further and prepare the final version. 

Public consultations provide for certain restrictions on possible changes to the document, in particular, the text of the criteria is worded in "FSC policy on the excision of areas from the scope of certification FSC-POL-20-003 V 1-0", so any changes to Ukrainian version of the criteria are possible only within the "subtleties of translation", as well as changes to the term "areas contaminated with explosive objects". However, it is possible to propose a new criterion, as well as indicators and verifiers corresponding to it, considering the above requirements.

As part of public consultations, we hope to obtain more successful wording of indicators (meaningful, measurable, result-oriented), supplement them in accordance with criteria of Draft 1, and improve the lists of verifiers for their evaluation. 

Please send your comments, observations, and suggestions on Draft 1 within the specified period of public consultation to dmytro.karabchuk@gmail.com with a copy to info@fsc.org.ua. They will be considered by the expert and members of the Working Group on development and implementation of national forest certification standards for Ukraine. The results of the review of comments will be available in a public report after the end of the public consultation period.      

Before you start commenting, please fill in the form with your contact information for feedback.
	Last name, first name, patronymic
	Organization
	Your contacts (postal address, phone number, e-mail)
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For commenting, please use the form provided below.
Table for comments, observations, and suggestions on Draft 1 FSC criteria, indicators and verifiers for excision of areas from the scope of certification in accordance with FSC-POL-20-003 V 1-0
	What does the comment refer to (ID of criterion, indicator, verifier, specify page)
	Comment type

G - general;

T - technical;

E - editorial
	Comment, remark, question

(e.g.: to comment on a part of the document, to justify a comment, or to ask a question)
	Suggestion

(e.g.: suggest a specific wording to be added or changed)
	Reference to an information source (indicate with the relevant bibliographic description the regulatory act with the clauses related to the comment, observation or suggestion, or a scientific publication, website, etc.)
	Expert’s comment / response 

(filled in by the expert)
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	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Additional comments and suggestions
	


Thank you for your attention, suggestions and comments!

